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Summary of the Impact

Since the COVID-19 outbreak, we have been working tirelessly
to share and transfer knowledge based on evidence-based
scientific findings from us and others, and have achieved
significant impacts in the following areas:

. Policy guidance
Il. Local and international media outreach
Ill. Public awareness



Summary of the Impact
KE in two-pronged approaches

Top-down

influencing
policymakers

Media

bridge between
policymakers
and the public

Bottom-up

heightening
public
awareness

1)

2)

Contributed to:

Keeping COVID-19
under restraint in
Hong Kong

Sharing the
experience and good
practices of Hong
Kong with the global
community




Underpinning Research

We have been exploring the science of the virus, its detection, epidemiology,
prevention and health policy interventions since the outbreak. The research
findings provided solid ground for policy decisions, media reporting and
public education. Our KE activities are based on findings with the following
foci:

1. Diagnostics

Vaccine development

3. Pathogenesis and immunity to
SARS-CoV-2

4. Epidemiology (disease severity,
transmission dynamics, public
health impact and optimal control
measures)

5. Secondary effects of COVID-19
(gendered effects, psycho-
behavioural responses, community
intervention assessments) 4
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Engagement Process

We engage with the government, industry, media and the
public through the following means:

1.
2.

hd

Our scientific publications caught public attention

Providing advice in the expert advisory group of the
HKSAR Government

Sharing knowledge in seminars, webinars and private
consultations

Press conferences, press releases and media interviews
Organising KE workshops and webinars

Active KE online communications (websites, live
dialogues, videos, Q&As)



Impacts Achieved
A. Policy Guidance

Serving the expert advisory group of the

HKSAR Government

e Two out of four of the
appointed experts are
members of our School

e Contributed to
pandemic policy
formation in Hong

Kong
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Impacts Achieved
A. Policy Guidance

Il. Seminars, webinars and private consultations

for business corporations and professi%r;al
bodies

e Contributed to
business and strategic
decision-making in
industries
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Impacts Achieved
B. Local and International Media Outreach

. Media interviews

Provided
simplified
understandings of .
disease Contributed to
epidemiology; and raising public

S o1, BEELIEILE awareness
information
through media

soundbites
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Impacts Achieved
B. Local and International Media Outreach

w 37T 11:27 100% ()

. Maedia interviews (Cont’d)

v “  Tweet
China Daily &
@ Home @ Shmebion
t Explore China has made a great effort in containing the
#NovelCoronavirus, which is a valuable lesson for other
Lf Notifications countries to learn, said Keiji Fukuda, a former official
with #WHO. China is well positioned to help other
B Messages countries in areas such as epidemiological knowledge,
he added.
[1 Bookmarks
B vists .
Interview with
Keiji Fukuda
ToMoRAOW IF GMT Profile |
on China's role in
© More containing the epidemic

B South China Morning Post Coronavirus: Hong Kong virologist calls :

Hasith Grganizstion
—

PREVIOUSLY
RECORDED

k Peiris called on the Hong Kong government 1o
'or coronavirus-specific research in an exclusive

VIRUS | CoVID-19 CONFIRMED CASES Serological testing refers to blood tests that look for
owrreax | SURPASS 416,000 WORLDWIDE antibodies to the virus, which usually develop three to

A cnBC four weeks after infection.

Unlike the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test
currently used to identify infected cases, serological



Impacts Achieved
B. Local and International Media Outreach

Il. Workshop for journalists

Acquired :
) ) Journalists to )
journalists : . . Contributed
: deliver quality, Influence risk .
with health i to raising
literacy and accurate perception health
y . COVID-19 and discern —
knowledge in awareness in
) ) news to the rumours -
infectious . the public
) public
diseases

LEARN TO

DECODE

WHAT YOU HERR RBOUT
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Impacts Achieved
C. Public Awareness

COVID-19 webpage

e A platform to share the
latest scientific findings
and the implications for
evidence-based public
health policies on
COVID-19
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Impacts Achieved
C. Public Awareness

II. “Voices from the COVID-19 Frontlines”
video series
e Featured stories of our

scientists, educator and
health economist

|-JOURNEY of LEO POONl I
e Publicised and featured q

on: ’4“5 L

— YouTube e — g,
— HKU U-Vision | = |-
— HKU bulk email

— Social media
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Impacts Achieved
C. Public Awareness

Ariws Sl wir i

B LIVE FROM HONG KONG

lll. Live dialogues series T

e Experts of our School sharing their
insights into public health policies,
health diplomacy and health education &

e Open to the public and questions were gz
taken from around the world k& R

e Publicised extensively within the HKU -
community and international
community S i R e A GO

emic

Revisit full dialogue with Dr Janice Johnston: Public Health Education
rs

® Live Stream On Va riOuS Social media Ef;}:-‘].:;;gn.facebuukcum:’11326313540‘38955‘&\1903‘683150745558911:‘.
platform including Facebook, YouTube, ™
LinkedIn and Twitter, and short Q&A oues.@s,,h@“onm R

In public healt!

videos were created b o do mlyild trast el TS

among the public?
01:05




Impacts Achieved

(£IKER] BXARBERRIRRER
P EEREFEIEX mNSERER

C. Public Awareness A

. . . HHHIE
lll. Live dialogues series (cont’)

e English transcripts were published for o N [EREs] mE
international community.
e Live shows were further picked up by
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local media and translated into
Chinese transcript to create impact
beyond the English-speaking world.
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© April 24, 2020
A global conversation with Prof. Keiji

: > Fukuda: Polch Lessons from Asia
A global conversation withil
|‘Note:lnth p f thei g e, Profes:

Prof. Keijl Fukuda: Sree. nivsa f mally iden f Sree and 'Jro"essof
Policy Lessons from Asia Keiji Fulcud
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Impacts Achieved
C. Public Awareness

IV. #askHKUMed

e Experts from our School answering questions submitted by the
public about the COVID-19 pandemic

e Sharing right information from a reliable source and exploring
myths about the coronavirus

- - {e H LKS Faculty of Medicine
HKU LKS Faculty of Medicine s KU p :
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22 Apal 2020

. <$ 8 Dr Karen GREPIN

= Associate Professor
Division of Health Economics, Policy and Management
School of Public Health

. Actionable advice for China, US and the Philippines?

01 April 2020

Professor Benjamin COWLING

Head of Division of Epidemiology and Biostatistics
School of Public Health

Any idea when we can go outside freely?

Are masks an effeclive source control for coronaviruses?
Best i from scienti and
How do outbreaks affect women or men? Any differance between the genders? Comments on the control measures by China, Talwan, and other countries?
How is health care affected during COVID-197 Is mask effective in ing the novel
. How will COVID-18 affect health care? How much will this cost? . What advice do you have on keeping the elderly safe?
How will COVID-19 affect the way governments run universal health cane® . What are the various stakeholders in the quest o end the spread?

How will people in Alrica sustain a living during leckdewns? . What Iz the diff b R and the real-tl



Impacts Achieved
C. Public Awareness

V. Podcast series

e Weekly podcast with
experts of our School
sharing their insights on
virology, vaccine, gender
and public health etc.

e Publicised extensively
within the HKU community
and beyond

S8E10: The Origins of the Coronavirus Pandemic

sustainable

asia @
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Impacts Achieved
C. Public Awareness

VI. Research highlights

Summary and highlights of research
were created to help the public grab
the key ideas of research papers easily

R HKU 100
13 May - @

[Eyes is one of the routes for coronavirus, up to 100 times more infectious

than Sars | HiARFEL TERBRREE AFERARESERE]

J In conjunctiva (ARE5 fE), SARS-CoV-2 replication was greater than
SARS-CoV.

e The conjunctival epithelium and conducting airways appear to be
potential portals of infection for SARS-Col/-2

\J Findings support the notion that SARS-CoV-2 can transmit between
humans via droplets being deposited in the airways or eyes and via fomite
transmission when infectious virus is ... See more

FIGHTCOVID19.HKU.HK
[The Lancet Respiratory Medicine] Tropism, replication
competence, and innate immune responses of the...

Consolidated the research-related Highlights:

media coverage for easier reference .
Further publicised key messages of :
research papers on social media to -
extend the impact in the community -

‘The University of Hong Kang
&/ Fight COVID-19 [

The virus is highly stable at 4°C, but sensitive to heat.

No infectious virus could be recovered from printing and tissue papers after a 3-hour incubation,
whereas no infectious virus could be detected from treated wood and cloth on day 2.

SARS-CoV-2 was more stable on smooth surfaces. No infectious virus could be detected from treated
smooth surfaces on day 4 (glass and banknote) or day 7 (stainless steel and plastic).

A detectable level of infectious virus could still be present on the outer layer of a surgical mask on day
7.

No infectious virus could be detected after a 5-min incubation with hand soap at room temperature.

SARS-CoV-2 can be highly stable in a favourable environment,but it is also susceptible to standard
disinfection methods.

Read full text

Related media coverage:

=0
[The Lancet Microbe] Stability of

SARS-CoV-2 in different
environmental conditions

April 2, 2020

firus can stay on face masks for up to a week, study finds
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Impacts Achieved
C. Public Awareness

The public
awareness

Strong
awareness of

Contributed to

: : : keeping the
campaign raised personal hygiene number of
health literacy and high level of .
: . : infected cases
and risk compliance with -
. ) low in Hong
perception in public health Kon
the public measures LS
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Summary: Impacts Achieved

/
/
Media

/

Outreach

7

o

Raised health literacy
and awareness in the
public through quality
media soundbites

\

\

N

~

Policy

Guidance

e Contributed to
pandemic policy
formation in Hong Kong

e Contributed to business

and strategic decision-

making in industries

+

Public
Awareness

e Contributed to building
strong awareness of
public hygiene

e Contributed to the high
level of compliance with
public health measures

Contributed to:

1. keeping COVID-19
under restraint in
Hong Kong

2. Sharing the
experience and good
practices of Hong
Kong with the global
community
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