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Three projects

projects

1. Convention Against 

Torture (CAT) project

2. Suspended 

Sentences project

3. Stalking project

partners

Department of Justice and 

Security Bureau

Law Society of Hong Kong

and Law Reform 

Commission of Hong Kong 

(LRCHK)

Constitutional and Mainland 

Affairs Bureau (CMAB)



• Torture screening suspended after court decision in Dec 2008.

• DOJ and SB sought CCPL’s assistance with comparative law research 

on refugee and asylum law practices.

• Evolved into a capacity building exercise from 2009 to 2013.

1. CAT Project



• Prepared research reports on various topics.

• Developed a DOJ Operational Manual.

• Developed and maintained a database of resources.

• Screening resumed in Dec 2009 with new enhanced mechanism.

1. CAT Project



• Some offences, judges cannot order a suspended sentence of imprisonment, 
e.g. indecent assault, weapon offences.  Legal practitioners thought this too 
inflexible.

• Law Society sought CCPL’s assistance to consider comparative law 
practices.

• CCPL’s report was submitted to the Law Reform Commission of Hong Kong.

2. Suspended Sentences Project



• CCPL Report (Sept 2012); Reference to LRCHK (Jan 2013); LRCHK 

Consultation Paper (June 2013); Final Report (Feb 2014).

• No LRCHK subcommittee adopted.

2. Suspended Sentences Project



• CCPL’s recommendations to abolish list of exceptions to suspended 

sentences was fully endorsed by the LRCHK.

• Government currently working on implementation.

2. Suspended Sentences Project



• Implementation of LRCHK’s Oct 2000 report on Stalking ran up 

against freedom of the press objections.

• CMAB sought CCPL’s assistance in 2013 to research how other 

countries dealt with such concerns.

3. Stalking Project



• CCPL report proposed new formulation of offence with exemptions 

for media and public affairs communication.

• Appearance in Legislative Council in Dec 2013 to answer questions.

• Legislators still had concerns, so implementation is still pending.

3. Stalking Project



Reflections on Knowledge 

Engagement and Partnerships

Though partners have expectations, they (like you) 

may not clearly foresee the actual outcome of the 

engagement.

Try to understand “the problem” fully, so as to give 

something more to the project.

Be flexible, responsive and committed to project.



Reflections on Knowledge 

Engagement and Partnerships

Commitment easy because projects can offer rare 

glimpse into government and rare opportunity to 

have impact.

Important to assemble and manage an effective 

research team.  Benefits of established university 

research centre.



Thank you.


