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Participatory workshops
Prototype: Materiality and Resources (merged)



Workshop: Agriculture and Landscape (fieldwalking)



Workshop: Municipality and Community
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Building in Common: International Community Engagement towards Sustainable Design and
Construction in the Vedi River Valley

Interpretive Strategy
The research project engages new architectural responses to the archaeological excavations of the
Vedi Fortress. a joint collaboration between The Institute of Archeology and Ethnography of the
National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia and the University of Hong Kong. Our
research project aims to devise an interpretive strategy for the Vedi River valley. or how to rethink the
act of excavating the past in order to project the valley into a plausible future bringing together
affordances and potentials ~human and non-human— in a vision that sees the landscape as a source of
heritage 1n itself The project will generate a set of immersive and trans-scalar maps that situate the
archaeological excavations within a spatial continuity. as well as explore the narrative of history
through the act of making and the material flows between humankind and the environment.

Participatory Forums
These cartographic instruments will serve as supports and operating tools for further outputs.
including a series of “Participatory Forums’ —that includes various local stakeholders. municipal
authorities and specialists all brought in the same room— to identify and refine potential narratives
and scenarios for the future of the valley.

Actions and Initiatives
‘Proto-projects’ or seeds of projects will emerge from these shared narratives, i the form of local
initiatives, infrastructure construction. punctual architectural interventions. etc., revealing the
valley's heritage resources and bringing them into synergy with one another. These should recognise
the site n its broader social, cultural and environmental context. while acknowledging it as an

identifiable place for the production of knowledge and education

Shared Vision
The proposed ways of working between architecture and archaeology that this project will explore
offer the opportunity to set a proactive and constructive tone to the future development of
archaeological sites and programs. taking advantage of the potentialities of the territory and
directing them towards innovative cross-disciplinary synergies.

Archaeological Field Laboratory in Urtsadzor

One of these "proto-projects” consists of an archaeological field lab for the Ararat Plain Southeast
Archaeological Project (APSAP) Foundation that builds on the ongoing Interpretive Planning
strategy. by developing a sustainable roofing system suitable for large climatic amplitude
environments. using a novel combination of methods and techniques from archaeology and
architecture. The aim of this proposal 1s to develop the potential of the Armenian glkhatun —a
traditional. half-buried house typology— from a thermal and environmental perspective, shedding
light on its suitability in the face of climate change in the Vedi River Valley.

Short-term impact
Dissemination. Upon completion of the research process and construction of the building, the aim
is to disseminate the knowledge and data collected by compiling the corpus of drawings and
simulations in the form of a “Handbook™ for a climate-controlled roofing. based on the
contemporary translation of the glkhatun. This “Handbook™ will not only improve the basic
environmental and sustainability standards for dwelling in the South Caucasus region, but also
enable local communities to apply their own building methodologies and principles to construction.
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Available online, the “Handbook™ will raise awareness of Armenian traditional heritage among
stakeholders in the surrounding communities and will safeguard the structures that can still be
preserved.

Medium-term impact
Sustainability. The project deals explicitly with two forms of sustainability. The first will focus on
engaging with the immnovative ways of making within Armenian culture. The second form of
engagement will be through the contribution to the 1ssue of building within regions of large climatic
amplitudes. The proposal for the construction of the full-scale prototype (Phase 1) aims to optimise
the roof through a senes of air flow simulations, passive energy mputs and new energy-efficient
cooling methods. We anticipate that the constructive detail of the prototype and its low-cost thermal
innovation will be applicable to other projects sharing a sinular semi-arid climate in the region

Heritage. One of the underlying objectives of this research is fo promote and encourage a data-
driven examination of traditional construction through the prism of current climate challenges via
the “Handbook™. Few glkhatner remain in Armenia. so by making them climate clever. it allows
them to exist in contemporary settings and ways of living. and as a result saving the heritage from
extinction. Furthermore, the creation of this blueprint will allow the glihatun’s re-examination to be
easily accessed and spread beyond the borders of Armemia, to commumties and people who share 1ts

history and heritage.

Long-term impact
Incremental Development. Facing the climate change challenges ahead in the region. the
“Handbook™ will amm to provide alternative building solutions, locally reproducible and n
accordance with accessible resources and craft. The harsh environment of the Vedi River Valley will
become even more unforgiving before the end of the 21st Century. Climate warming will result in a
potential depletion of water and, as a result. agriculture. Existing building typologies might not
remain viable for the changing weather conditions. and therefore embracing retrieved heritage could
empower new building methodologies and resilience.

Cultural Exchange. The exchange component between Ammenian and Hong Kong architecture
students 1s at the heart of the design-build pedagogical workshop collaboration. The key
consequence of this participation 1s that students from different cultural and social honzons wall
engage with foreign and local archacologists. as well as key actors of the Vedi communities. Itisa
rare privilege for students to witness the impact of a structure and 1ts making in direct contact with a

given environment and community.

Conclusion
These proposed ways of working offer the opportunity to redefine resilience to the climate of the
region and the encroaching temperature change in Armenia — which is set to rise by 4-6° Celsius
before the end of the 21st century. By recognising and following the logic of local specialised
architecture that meets the needs of its climate and adapting it to the present, the project will
demonstrate that the gikharun typology 1s a valid alternative to contemporary modes of construction.
Furthermore, the project’s community-based approach will tacitly support the cultural heritage of
Armenia and will also impact ways of making beyond Armenia. creating a blueprint for the process
of interpretations of vernacular heritage in different contexts.
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Workshop T Heritage
placing the artefact within the heritage compass
A TRANSMISSION (traditiongbjects, myths, practices)
A NATUREdeology fauna, flora, water)
A TOURISM (monumentsecosystem, economy)
A ACTIVITIES (agriculturerafts, industry)
Whatis your relationship with Armenian history and archaeological remains?

What other heritage values doyou consider relevant in theVediValley?

Workshop Heritage Questions
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Drawing into Place: The Impact of Survey Methodologies on Interpretive Planning

PI: Guilaume Othemin-Girard, Department of Architecture, HKU, othenin(@hku hk
Sample Questionnaire

A Ved: Valley
. Please describe your personal history within the Vedi Valley as a [resident/user/worker]?
. Please describe your relationship to the early and recent history of the Ved: Valley?

3. How would you describe the Ved: Valley, both as a whole and i relation to Armenia?

B. Ved: Fortress
1. What s your relationship/interaction with the present site of the Ved: Fortress?

2. What type of activities are carnied out in and around the Ved: Fortress [human/non-human]
and how often do such activities take place?

3. How do you see the current role of the Ved: Fortress within the Ved: Valley?

1. What 1s your relation to Armenian history and archaeological remains?
2. What does it mean to you to conduct archaeological excavations in the Ved: Fortress?

3. What do you expect from these excavations?

D. Interpretive Strategy

. What other vectors/affordances of heritage value do you consider relevant in the Ved: Valley?
. How do you see the future of the archaeological site of the Ved: Fortress and the Ved: Valley?

3. How do you see your role in the future of the archaeological site of the Vedi Fortress and the

Vedi Valley?

Armenian & English Questionnaires discussed orally in conversation
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P Development of Vedi Valley Workshops - Questionnaires

Sample Questionnaire Vhat do you think of the possible development of tourism in the Vedi Sample Questionnaire
would be your concerns?
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16.04 - Workshop GEOLOGY 16.04 - Workshop GEOLOGY
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How do you operate in the Khosrov Territory? Are there any heri s . ora
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Tourism in Khesrov and in region

Could you imagine the opening of Khosrov to the public, whether regulated in time
and space or not? If tourism would come to develop in the temitory, what would be
mportant to ensure optimal preservation?

Connection of local hiking routes to transcaucasian hiking routes and the promotion of
general ecotourism Juliette Martin
19:13 17 Apr
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have an influence/consequences on your plans regarding the future + connection to ge
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Questionnaires and minutes taken



Workshop: Municipality T Construction, Agriculture and Sustainability
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Workshop: ngh School Students\(eleeglon) and History & GeographyDevelopment Programs (Municipality photographs)
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Workshop: High School Studehts\(/ediRegion) and History & GeographyDevelopment Programs



Workshop: High School StudentsVediRegion) and History & GeographyDevelopment Programs
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Workshop: High School Students\{ediRegion) and History & GeographyDevelopment Programs (studentdnstgrams)
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Workshop: High School StudentsVediRegion) and History & GeographyDevelopment Programs



PG 2 oY) A = 4 Lkr - "'N;__fé‘ \

. Vgas

Workshop: High School StudentsVYediRegion) and History & GeographyDevelopment Programs (Municipality photographs)



Workshop: Vediand Urstadzor villages Communities (including fieldwal

king)
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cartographic instruments after a workshop



Tools: Federative Drawing



